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 I. THE EARTH AS A PART OF THE UNIVERSE
1. The Earth in the Universe
2. The shape and size of the Earth
TASK 1
New planets have recently been discovered outside the Solar System. Imagine one of 
them is inhabited by an alien civilisation. You decide to send them a message with the 
information about the Earth.
a) On the right-hand side of the postcard write information about the location of our 

planet as if it was its address in the Universe.
b) Use the coursebook to complete the left -hand side of the postcard with the features of 

the Earth which make it diff erent from the other planets.

The factors which make the Earth diff erent

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the galaxy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the nearest star

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the neighbouring planets

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

& . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the natural satellite

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c) Consider the following description of the planets in the Solar System, identify them and 
write their names in the space provided:

At present there are doubts whether it is a planet at all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It is surrounded by 23 dust-gaseous rings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It is called the Red Planet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It is the biggest planet in the Solar System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It has dense atmosphere and is the hottest planet in the Solar System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It revolves around the Sun in the shortest time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It looks like a blue-coloured gas sphere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

It is the furthest planet (excluding Pluto) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

d) While looking at the starry and cloudless sky, you and your friends notice a sudden 
fl ash. It moves along a straight line and disappears in no time. ‘Oh! A falling star’, 
shouts one of your friends. Do you agree? How would you explain what you have just 
observed?
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